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SUB J : AFGHANISTAN SIGNS CULTURAL AGREEMENT WITH NORTH KOREA 

1 . AFGHAN MEDIA HAVE ANNOUNCED THE SIGNING OF A 
CULTURAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE AFGHAN REPUBLIC (GOA) 

AND THE DEMOCRATIC PEOPLES' REPUBLIC OF KOREA (DPRK) 

ON JANUARY 10. ALTHOUGH ENGLISH-LANGUAGE KABUL TIMES 
HEADLINE ANNOUNCES "AFGHANISTAN, DPRK EXPAND CULTURAL 
TIES," A SENIOR MINISTRY OF INFORMATION AND CULTURE 
OFFICIAL HAS TOLD THE EMBASSY THAT THIS IS "THE 
STANDARD CULTURAL AGREEMENT THAT AFGHANISTAN HAS 
CONCLUDED WITH ALL COUNTRIES WITH WHICH IT HAS 
RELATIONS". NO DESCRIPTION OF THE AGREEMENT HAS 

BEEN PUBLISHED. 

2. SIGNING APPEARS DESIGNED TO BALANCE GOA'S CON- 
CLUDING SIMILAR AGREEMENT WITH REPUBLIC OF KOREA 
(ROK) 22 NOVEMBER 1976. ACCORDING TO ROK AMBASSADOR 
DPRK HAD BEEN PRESSING CULTURAL AGREEMENT UPON 
AFGHAN FOR PAST ONE AND ONE-HALF YEAR. 

3. IN EARLY NOVEMBER MINISTRY OF FOREIGN 
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AFFAIRS PROTOCOL OFFICE TOLD EMBASSY THAT 
THERE WAS PRESENTLY ONLY ONE NORTH KOREAN 
DIPLOMATIC REPRESENTATIVE HERE, AND THIS 
SEEMED TO BE IN ACCORDANCE WITH OBSERVATIONS 
MADE AT DIPLOMATIC FUNCTIONS. KABUL TIMES 
PHOTOGRAPH OF JANUARY 12, HOWEVER, SHOWS AT 
LEAST TWO NORTH KOREANS IN ADDITION TO 
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CHARGE D'AFFAIRES SONG CHANG LYUL, WHO SIGNED 
THE NEW AGREEMENT. THIS CONFIRMS OUR OBSER- 
VATIONS THAT DPRK STAFF IN KABUL HAS RECENTLY 
INCREASED. BUT NAMES OF STAFF MEMBERS IN 
ADDITION TO CHARGE NOT KNOWN. 

ELIOT 
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